
Rolling Hills Generating, L.L.C.

Project Benefits
Rolling Hills Generating provides electric generating capacity for the PJM 
market during periods of peak demand, such as extremely hot or cold days. 
The PJM market is the regional transmission operator that serves much of the 
Midwest and mid-Atlantic states.

Economic Benefits
Rolling Hills is the largest taxpayer in Vinton County Local School District. 
For 2014, the plant provided approximately $2.6 million in support for the 
school district, Vinton County and Wilkesville Township through a Payment 
in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) program. Through salaries and payments to vendors, 
approximately $2.4 million is added to the area economy.

Community Contributions
Contributions include support to the Wilkesville Volunteer Fire Department in 
2009 for a fire truck and a $30,000 donation in 2011 toward a new fire station. 
Rolling Hills employees contributed approximately 470 hours to community 
causes in 2014. They have supported various local community projects, 
including the Jackson Food Pantry, Wilton Civic Association, American Red 
Cross, Wild Turkey Federation Youth Program, Vinton County High School’s 
softball and cross country teams and After Prom Committee, Vinton County 
Middle School wrestling team, Vinton County Schools Giving Tree Project (at 
three elementary schools), American Legion baseball team, scholarship awards 
and Christmas Giving Tree and Feed-A-Family programs during the holidays.

Environmental Record
Throughout its operational history, Rolling Hills has been in compliance with 
all applicable environmental permits and regulatory requirements. The plant 
uses clean-burning natural gas, along with effective control technology, to ensure 
low emissions and environmentally responsible operations.

Safety
The plant received four National Safety Council awards for 2014 for 
outstanding safety records. Rolling Hills employees have had no work-related 
injuries or illnesses since the plant began operation in 2003.

Plant Facts
 Location:  43111 State Route 160 

P.O. Box 300 
Wilkesville, Ohio 45695

 Owner:   Rolling Hills Generating, 
L.L.C., which is owned 
by an entity managed 
by Tenaska Capital 
Management, LLC, 
located in Omaha, 
Nebraska

 Operator:   TPF Operations, Inc.

 Purpose:   Produces electricity during  
periods of peak demand 
for the PJM market

 Size, Design:   850 megawatts (MW); 
simple-cycle combustion 
turbine

 Fuel:   Natural gas

 Commercial 
 Operation:   2003

 Employment: Eight full-time positions
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Understanding Rolling Hills’ Role
As a peaking plant, Rolling Hills provides power quickly — in 
about 30 minutes — in times of high energy demand, such as 
hot or cold days. “Peakers” run intermittently but play important 
roles in reliable electric energy distribution.  

A combined-cycle generating station is an efficient, low-cost, 
flexible power generator fueled by natural gas that is capable of 
providing baseload electricity. Combustion turbine-driven gen-
erators produce part of the plant’s electrical output. Hot exhaust 
from the turbines heats water to steam, which powers steam 
turbine-generator sets to generate more electricity. The result is 
both more electricity from the same amount of fuel and fewer 
emissions per megawatt of generation.

Employment
Currently, an eight-member team operates the Rolling Hills 
plant. The expanded facility would create more well-paying, full-
time jobs.

Schedule
The formal filings for converting the plant have been completed. 
A request to interconnect the converted plant with the PJM In-
terconnection regional electric grid was filed, and studies by PJM 
showed the converted plant would have no negative impacts on 
the transmission system. The Ohio Power Siting Board issued a 
Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need in 
May 2013. An air quality permit was issued by the Ohio Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency in May 2015. 

Construction
The expanded Rolling Hills Generating Station would employ 
more than 400 construction and trades workers at peak construc-
tion. The length of the construction project is projected to be 
30 months. Rolling Hills would secure an EPC (engineering, 
procurement and construction) firm to design and construct 
the plant, and that firm would hire the construction workers. 
Rolling Hills’ managers have a solid record of working with EPC 
contractors to encourage them to hire locally, when possible.

Economic Benefits
Rolling Hills is the largest taxpayer in Vinton County Local 
School District. For 2014, the plant paid approximately $2.6 
million in taxes to the school district, Vinton County and 

Rolling Hills Generating Station, currently a peaking 
electric generating plant, is in the development process 
to be converted to a 1,414-megawatt (MW) combined-
cycle/peaking natural gas-fueled generating station. The 
converted facility would be able to meet the energy needs 
of approximately 1.4 million households. Rolling Hills is 
located in Vinton County near Wilkesville, Ohio.

Rolling Hills Generating Station Conversion

Wilkesville Township. Through salaries and payments to vendors, 
approximately $2.4 million is added to the area economy.

Safety
The plant received four National Safety Council awards for out-
standing safety records for 2014. Rolling Hills employees have 
had no occupational injuries or illnesses since the plant began 
operation in 2003.

Rolling Hills in the Community
In addition to being the largest revenue source for the Vinton 
County Local School District, Rolling Hills Generating provides 
support to youth programs, the local food pantry, American Red 
Cross, the Christmas Giving Tree and Feed-A-Family programs, 
among others. In 2009, the plant made a contribution to the 
purchase of a fire truck for Wilkesville Fire Department. In 
2011, a $30,000 commitment made it possible to build a new 
fire station in Wilkesville.

Owner
Rolling Hills Generating Station, completed in 2003, is owned 
by an entity managed by Tenaska Capital Management, LLC, 
located in Omaha, Nebraska.

Website
Additional information is available at www.rollinghillsproject.
com.
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After being converted, the Rolling Hills Generating Station would 
be equipped to generate baseload electricity around the clock and 
also would retain 20 percent of its peaker capacity. The conversion 
includes addition of heat recovery steam generators on four of the 
gas turbines and two steam-powered generators.


